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INTRODUCTION

During recent years, the integrity testing of piles has made considerable progress. With the
availability of portable and powerful computers, practically all integrity testing equipment is
now digital. Using sophisticated software for data acquisition and analysis, today’s testing
systems can provide owners with important information regarding both the length and
integrity of piles and drilled shafts.

This sophistication carries a price: Very few clients, including experienced engineers, do
understand the strange-looking graphs adorning the reports they get. In fact, most of them will
never ask, some because they are too busy to care and others because they are ashamed to
show their ignorance. This situation is well exploited by a few shrewd operators of test
equipment. Facing strong competition and falling revenues, they simplify their task and cut
their expenses by the following means:

1. Using old equipment until it falls apart, and then some,

2. Hiring under-qualified personnel,

3. Staying on site as little as possible,

4. Eliminating the analysis and evaluation stage altogether,

5. Confirming as-made lengths and reporting no defects.

While most pile testing laboratories do provide high quality service, the minority that
practices the above techniques can give the whole industry a bad name. It is important,

therefore, to educate clients in the principles of integrity testing methods, show them
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